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Mr. Nakayama feels that sword play develops
character. "You have to cut straight or else
damage your sword. To do this you have to have
a straight character. It takes only about a year
to become proficient in bamboo stave battles but
at least ten years to become expert with a sword.
This expertness is most clearly demonstrated in
tameshi-ffri. It took me from twenty to twenty-
five years to become expert in that/' said the
teacher who is considered to be among Japan's
experts in this art of sword testing. There are
about one hundred experts in taweshi-giri in Tokyo
and only three or four hundred in the entire Japa-
nese Empire.
One of the school assistants brought out a
saw-horse surmounted with two rolls of rice straw
tied tightly to the wood. With several quick
movements^ Mr* Nakayama cut the top straw roll
into slices. Not a single straw of the bottom roll
was cut, so controlled were his strokes. He next
stood a straw roll on end and with a deft slice cut
it crossways. He was so exact that the bottom
patt of the straw toll was left still balanced on the
end of the hotse, conjuring up visions of a per-
fectly severed head.
<eOf course we never used straw for sword
testing until after the Restoration. Before that